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“I'm opposed to
millionaires, but it

would be dahgerous ‘

to offer me ther
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“Words of comfort, L

*skillfully adminis-

tered, aretheoldest

therapy known to
man.”
—LOUIS NIZER
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“The trouble with
the future is thatit
“usually arrives

before we'reready

forit.”

—ARNOLDH. GLASOW |
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" THE NEW RELEVANCE OF CONFEDERATE MILITARY HISTORY

During the Korean War, our enermy’s principal fighter aircraft, the MiG-15, seemed in
theory to overmatch our F-86 Saber by a considerable margin. The MiG-15 was |
superior to the F-86 in aimost every single maneuver of aerial combat. Yet asthe war
developed. the F-86 usually wen the haitles between the two planes. An Air Force
officer now retired Coionel John L Boyd, analyzing these curious facts, has discovered
that the victories of the Saber cannot be attributed simply to any possible Amencan
superiority in pilot training. Rather, though outperformed in individual maneuvers, the
F-86 could make the transition from one maneuver to another much more rapidly than
the MiG-15. The result in combat was that MiG-15 pilots found themselves consist-
ently reacting late — with each transition from one maneuver to another, the MiG fell
further behind, until the cumulative effect of its delayed reactions was maneuvering
compietely inappropriate to the actions oifthe F-86. Tne MiG pitot then became utterly
befuddied and demoralized, and usually ne 'ost

Robert G: Tanner's Stonewallin the Valiey, for example. currently an HBC offering, if
read in the light of Colonei Boyd's cbservations will produce an echo of confirmation.
Was it not SIOPeWa" Jackson's s pnningly abrupt transitions from cne maneuver 1o -
another, more aven than the s his “foot cavalry” on the march, that left his 2
cpponents tcc con u%e’* to cope with him? From his “fast transient’” jabbing against i
Fremontin the Lattle of McDows “hing down the Shenandoah against Banks's
line of communication, .Jac.kaor ents were consistently responding to his iast

move white he was aiready € ine next.
Jackson was probably one of the two greatest masters of tactical and stralegic
maneuver in American military nistos ¢ Perhaps his only equal was his coadiutor, R. E.

, Lee, who helpedinspire Jackson s Valley Campaignand who joined Jackson
for the dazzling maneuvers of Se tfanassas ana Chancellorsville. Jackson and
Lee stand almost aione because maneuyver has not often been a forte of American
generaiship. Usually enjoying supe v in mmilitary resources, American generals by
and large have reiied on overpowering eir enernies. The Contederates, however,
had to be generals of maneuvar, because, untike most American soldiers, they had o
compensate for infericrity of numbers and resources. How to compensate for such
inferiority has become. on the ather hand, the unaccustomed cntical problem of
American strategic thought today

The work of Dougias Sox tthall Freeman is a rajor exception to the American
neglect of the miltary fessons that Lee and Jackson might still ofter the twentieth
century Withhis A £ 1 e Lees Lieutenants {as well 2s Tanr-‘.r S Jackson in the
Valley) still on the HBC list. the reader can explore for himself the new refevance of
Confederate rr‘m!nry history, by pondering again the Confederate campaigns in the
light of the current troublesome batance of military strength between Amencaand her
potential foes

Russell F We
{ f History

Tempie University
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During the Korean War, our enurny's princial fighter aircraft, the ViG-15. seemed n
thecry to werr“"""l our F-8i Saber by a considerable margin. The MiG-15 was
superior to the F-36 in amast every single maneuver of aenal combat. Yet as the war
developed zk‘e F-86 usually won the battles between the two planes. An Air Force
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